MATTHEW

Matthew 1
The King's Genealogy: Grace in Messiah's Family Tree

"They shall call His name Emmanuel,” which translated means,
"God with us."
Matthew 1:23

Setting the Scene

Matthew opens his Gospel in a way few modern readers would
expect. Instead of beginning with miracles, sermons, or even the
birth of Yeshua, he begins with a genealogy.

Many readers are tempted to skip over a long list of unfamiliar
names, assuming it contributes little to the story. Yet Matthew
deliberately begins here because these names establish Yeshua's
identity and reveal something profound about God's character.

This is far more than a family tree. It is a testimony to God's
grace. Matthew, himself a former tax collector, highlights people
whose lives were marked by failure, scandal, faith, and
redemption. Their stories remind us that God's purposes have
always been accomplished through imperfect people.

As you read this opening chapter, my goal is not simply to
explain Matthew's genealogy but to help you understand why he
chose to begin his Gospel this way. By the time we reach the end
of the chapter, I hope you will never look at biblical genealogies
quite the same way again.
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Lesson Summary

Before introducing the birth of Yeshua, Matthew introduces
His identity. This genealogy is far more than a family record;
it is a declaration that God's promises have been unfolding
through generations of imperfect people. Matthew's opening
chapter reminds us that God's faithfulness is greater than
human failure and that His purposes continue from Abraham
to Messiah.

BIG IDEA

God's grace has always worked through imperfect people to
accomplish His perfect purposes, culminating in the coming of
Yeshua, Israel's promised King and Emmanuel, God with us.

Opening Prayer
Heavenly Father,

As I open Your Word today, give me eyes to see what
Matthew wanted his readers to see. Help me to understand
not only the events he records, but the purpose behind
them.

Thank You for Your faithfulness through every generation
and for the grace that shines throughout Messiah's family
tree. As I study this chapter, deepen my understanding of
Yeshua, strengthen my confidence in Your promises, and
prepare my heart to respond to what You teach me.

Amen.
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COMMENTARY
The King's Genealogy: Grace in Messiah's Family Tree

AN UNLIKELY AUTHOR

Today we begin our study of the Gospel according to Matthew.

It is worth pausing before we read a single verse to consider the
man God chose to write this account. Matthew was a tax
collector. In today's terms he was an accountant employed by the
occupying Roman government, collecting taxes from his own
people. That made him deeply unpopular. The Romans used him,
while the Jewish community regarded him as a traitor. He
belonged fully to neither world.

If we were choosing someone to represent a new movement, we
would probably select a respected rabbi, a distinguished scholar,
or perhaps a well-known community leader. Matthew would not
have been anybody's first choice. Yet Yeshua chose him.

The first canonical witness to the life of Messiah is not a religious
celebrity but a man whose reputation had already been
tarnished. That says as much about Yeshua as it does about
Matthew. Before Matthew could write about grace, he had
experienced it personally.

I have often thought that this is one of the most beautiful features
of the Gospel. God entrusted the story of His Son to someone
whom society had written off. First, He extended grace to
Matthew, and then through Matthew He extends that same grace
to every reader of this Gospel—including us.

THE KING'S CREDENTIALS

Matthew begins with these words: "The record of the genealogy
of Yeshua the Messiah, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham."
(Matthew 1:1)

Notice what Matthew does not say. He does not simply introduce
"Yeshua of Nazareth." Nor does he begin by calling Him a
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prophet, a teacher, or a miracle worker. He introduces Him
immediately as Yeshua the Messiah. Everything that follows is
intended to establish that claim.

Matthew presents two essential qualifications for the Messiah.
First, He must be the Son of David. The promised King would
come from David's royal line and inherit the right to sit upon
David's throne. David was Israel's greatest king—not because he
ruled the largest empire (that distinction belongs to Solomon),
but because Scripture describes him as a man after God's own
heart. Throughout Jewish expectation, the coming Messiah would
be known as the greater Son of David.

Second, He must be the Son of Abraham. At first that might seem
unnecessary. After all, every descendant of David is already a
descendant of Abraham. Yet Matthew deliberately includes both
titles because each emphasizes a different promise. The promise
to David concerns kingship.

The promise to Abraham concerns blessing. God promised
Abraham that through his seed all the families of the earth would
be blessed (Genesis 12:3). Matthew wants us to see that Yeshua
fulfillls both promises simultaneously.

Luke adds a third emphasis in his genealogy, tracing Yeshua back
to Adam (Luke 3). By doing so, Luke reminds us that Messiah is
fully human. Some imagined the Messiah as a purely heavenly
figure who would simply appear on earth. But Yeshua entered
history the same way every human being does—through birth.
He was genuinely human without surrendering His deity. His
humanity and His divinity stand together throughout the New
Testament.

Already, before we have read beyond the first verse, Matthew
has declared that Yeshua is the promised King, the promised
Seed of Abraham, and the long-awaited Messiah. That is quite an
introduction.
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LIFE APPLICATION

That should encourage every one of us. God delights in using
people whom others overlook. He is not limited by our
failures, our reputation, or our past. If He could use a tax
collector to introduce the Messiah to the world, He can
certainly use ordinary people like you and me.

GRACE IN THE FAMILY TREE

Matthew begins with the names most Jewish readers would
expect to see. Abraham became the father of Isaac, Isaac the
father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers
(Matthew 1:2). Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob are the patriarchs of
Israel, the foundational figures of Jewish history. Even today
observant Jews pray to the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and
the God of Jacob. Matthew deliberately anchors Yeshua within
that history before saying anything else about Him.

Yet there is something unusual about the way Matthew records
the genealogy. Rather than simply stating that Jacob became the
father of the twelve tribes of Israel, he immediately focuses our
attention on Judah. That is no accident. The promised Messiah
would come from the tribe of Judah, and Matthew wants his
readers to begin tracing the royal line from the very beginning.
Everything in this genealogy is moving toward the arrival of
Israel's promised King.

The next surprise is even more striking. Matthew mentions
Tamar. To modern readers that may not seem remarkable, but in
Jewish genealogies women were seldom included. Matthew could
easily have written a perfectly acceptable genealogy without
mentioning her at all. Instead, under the inspiration of the Holy
Spirit, he intentionally pauses to include her name because her
story reveals something essential about the character of God.
Long before Matthew records a miracle or a parable, he
introduces us to grace.
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TAMAR

To understand why Tamar appears here, we must return to
Genesis 38. There we discover a story filled with broken
promises, family tragedy, hypocrisy, and ultimately redemption.
Judah's eldest son married Tamar but died before they had
children. According to the custom of the day, the responsibility
for producing an heir passed to the next brother. Onan refused
that responsibility, dishonoring both his deceased brother and
Tamar. His actions displeased the Lord, and he too died. Judah
then promised Tamar that when his youngest son, Shelah,
became old enough, she would become his wife. It sounded like a
reasonable promise, but the years passed, Shelah grew up, and
Judah never fulfillled his word.

Judah's failure was not simply a broken promise; it was a failure
of responsibility. Tamar had left her own family when she
married into Judah's household. Under the customs of the day,
Judah was now responsible for her welfare. Instead, he sent her
back to her father's house to live as a widow while assuring her
that, when Shelah was old enough, he would become her
husband. Tamar trusted his word. She waited patiently. Years
passed, Shelah reached adulthood, and eventually Tamar
realized that Judah had no intention of fulfillling his promise. She
had been forgotten and abandoned.

What follows is one of the most uncomfortable narratives in the
book of Genesis, yet Matthew expects his readers to know it.
Tamar disguised herself as a prostitute and positioned herself
where Judah would pass. Not recognizing his own daughter-in-
law, Judah propositioned her. Before agreeing, Tamar wisely
asked for a pledge until payment could be made. Judah handed
over his seal, his cord, and his staff—items that unmistakably
identified him. From that encounter Tamar conceived twins.

The irony of the story unfolds a few months later. When Judah
was informed that Tamar was pregnant, his immediate response
was one of moral outrage. "Bring her out and let her be burned,"
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he declared. It is remarkable how often we can recognize sin in
someone else's life while remaining blind to our own. Judah, who
had broken his promise, exploited a woman he believed to be a
prostitute, and then attempted to preserve his own reputation,
now sat in judgment upon Tamar.

As Tamar was brought before him, she did not argue her case.
She simply sent Judah the articles he had left with her and asked
him to identify their owner. At that moment everything changed.
Judah immediately recognized the seal, the cord, and the staff.
His own words became his condemnation. Publicly he confessed,
"She is more righteous than I," because he had failed to give her
to his son Shelah (Genesis 38:26). Scripture tells us that Judah
never again had relations with her, but the greater point is that
he finally acknowledged his own guilt.

Matthew compresses that entire account into a single sentence:
"Judah became the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar"
(Matthew 1:3). Unless we know the story behind those names, we
miss the force of Matthew's point. He is not merely recording
biological history; he is reminding us that the family line of the
Messiah contains stories of brokenness, failure, confession, and
grace. If we were writing our own family history, most of us
would quietly omit an episode like Genesis 38. Matthew does
exactly the opposite. He deliberately leaves it in because it tells
us something about the God who works through imperfect
people.

RAHAB

Nor is Tamar the last surprise in the genealogy. Matthew next
introduces Rahab. Once again, he includes someone whom most
people would have excluded. Rahab was not only a Gentile; she
was also a prostitute living in Jericho. Humanly speaking, she
had neither the pedigree nor the reputation to appear in the
ancestry of Israel's Messiah. Yet Matthew wants us to stop and
remember her story because, once again, it is a story in which
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faith triumphs over failure and grace reaches someone whom
society had already dismissed.

Rahab's story is found in Joshua 2, where Israel stands on the
threshold of entering the Promised Land. Joshua secretly sends
two spies into Jericho to assess the city before the coming battle.
Rather than lodging in a prominent location where they would
quickly attract attention, they enter the house of Rahab. Scripture
does not disguise who she was. She was a prostitute. Matthew
makes no attempt to soften that fact either. He simply records
that Salmon became the father of Boaz by Rahab (Matthew 1:5), if
his readers understand the remarkable story behind her name.

Before long, word reaches the king of Jericho that Israelite spies
have entered the city. Soldiers arrive at Rahab's home
demanding that she surrender them. Instead, she hides the men
on the roof beneath stalks of flax and deliberately misdirects the
king's officers. At first glance the narrative seems to focus on
deception, but the real emphasis is found in Rahab's remarkable
confession of faith. She explains why she has chosen to risk
everything for these strangers.

"The Lord your God, He is God in heaven above and on
earth beneath" (Joshua 2:11).

That confession is extraordinary. Rahab was raised among the
Canaanites, surrounded by pagan worship and idolatry, yet she
recognized the God of Israel as the true and living God. When the
moment of decision arrived, she cast her lot with Him rather
than with her own people. She was willing to risk her life
because she believed that Israel's God would keep His promises.
That is biblical faith. It is more than agreeing with certain facts; it
is entrusting yourself to the God who has revealed Himself.

Before the spies departed, Rahab asked for one assurance. When
Israel returned to conquer Jericho, would she and her family be
spared? The answer was yes, provided a scarlet cord hung from
her window. That scarlet cord became the sign by which her
household would be identified and protected. When Jericho
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eventually fell, everyone inside Rahab's house was spared exactly
as the spies had promised.

Once again Matthew could have omitted the story. He could
simply have listed Boaz and moved on to the next generation.
Instead, he deliberately reminds us that Boaz was born to Rahab.
The family tree of the Messiah includes not only a Gentile
woman, but a former prostitute whose life had been transformed
by faith in the God of Israel. Matthew is quietly teaching us
something that the rest of his Gospel will make explicit. God's
kingdom is not built upon human respectability. It is built upon
divine grace received through faith.

RUTH

The next woman in the genealogy continues the same pattern.
“Boaz became the father of Obed by Ruth.” (Matthew 1.5) Once
again Matthew chooses not to highlight an impressive pedigree
but another Gentile whose story proclaims the grace of God. Ruth
was not a Canaanite like Rahab; she was a Moabite. That
description alone would have caused many Jewish readers to
pause, because the Moabites carried a difficult and deeply
troubling history within the Scriptures.

At first glance, that seems like another ordinary entry in a long
genealogy. Yet Matthew has once again chosen to highlight
someone many people would have overlooked. Ruth was not an
Israelite by birth. She was a Moabite, and that single word
carried enormous significance for a Jewish reader. To
understand why Matthew includes her, we need to remember
where the Moabites came from and why their history mattered.
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% JEWISH INSIGHT =

The story takes us back to Genesis 19, immediately after the
destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah. Lot escaped the
judgment of those wicked cities with his two daughters, but
the account that follows is one of the saddest episodes in the
Tanakh. Believing that there was no future for their family,
Lot's daughters devised a sinful plan. On successive nights
they made their father drunk and slept with him. Both
conceived children through that incestuous relationship. The
older daughter gave birth to Moab, the ancestor of the
Moabites, while the younger bore Ben-ammi, the father of the
Ammonites (Genesis 19:30-38).

It is a disturbing story, and Scripture makes no attempt to
soften its ugliness. The Bible is remarkably honest about
human sin. It records the failures of God's people with the
same candor that it records their triumphs. That honesty is
one of the reasons I trust the Scriptures. If these accounts had
merely been propaganda, the embarrassing stories would
have disappeared long ago. Instead, God preserves them
because He wants us to see both the depth of human
brokenness and the greatness of His redeeming grace.

The consequences of Moab's beginnings continued for
generations. Moses wrote,

Centuries later, during the days of Nehemiah, that command
was read publicly once again as the people renewed their
covenant with God (Nehemiah 13:1). Every Jewish reader
knew that the Moabites stood outside the covenant
community. They were foreigners with a painful history and
an uncertain reputation.

Against that background, Ruth's appearance in Matthew's
genealogy becomes astonishing. How could a Moabite woman
become part of the ancestry of Israel's Messiah?

The answer is found in the little four-chapter book that bears
her name. Ruth did not merely marry into an Israelite family;
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she embraced the God of Israel with genuine faith. Her words
to Naomi have echoed through the centuries:

Those words are far more than a sentimental expression of
loyalty to her mother-in-law. They represent Ruth's
wholehearted identification with the covenant people and the
covenant God. In Jewish tradition, these verses have often
been associated with the heart of conversion because they
express a deliberate turning away from one's former life and
an equally deliberate commitment to the God of Israel.

"No Ammonite or Moabite shall enter the assembly of the Lord"
(Deuteronomy 23:3).

"Your people shall be my people, and your God, my God" (Ruth
1:16).

Matthew wants us to notice that transformation. He does not
introduce Ruth as "Ruth the Moabite" to emphasize her past.
Rather, he includes her because her story demonstrates that
God's grace welcomes those who come to Him in faith. Ruth
entered Israel not by ancestry but by belief. She left behind the
identity into which she had been born and became part of God's
covenant people through trust in Him.

That is entirely consistent with the message Matthew is
developing throughout this genealogy. Tamar was an outsider
who found grace. Rahab was an outsider who believed. Ruth was
an outsider who became part of God's people through faith. Long
before Yeshua begins preaching about the kingdom of heaven,
Matthew is quietly preparing us to understand that God's
redemptive purposes have always extended beyond ethnic Israel
to embrace all who trust Him.

DAVID AND BATHSHEBA

Matthew now brings us to the greatest king in Israel's history.
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"J[esse became the father of David the king. David became
the father of Solomon by her who had been the wife of
Uriah" (Matthew 1:6).

There is something remarkable about the way Matthew records
this verse. He could simply have written, "David became the
father of Solomon by Bathsheba." Everyone knew her name.
Instead, Matthew deliberately describes her as "her who had
been the wife of Uriah." It is as though he refuses to let us forget
the circumstances surrounding Solomon's birth. Even David,
Israel's greatest king, carried a painful chapter in his life, and
Matthew chooses not to hide it.

The story is recorded in 2 Samuel 11. It begins with a seemingly
insignificant observation: "In the spring, at the time when kings
go out to battle..." (2 Samuel 11:1) David remained in Jerusalem.
He should have been leading Israel's army, but instead he stayed
behind. One evening he walked on the roof of his palace and
noticed Bathsheba bathing. She was a married woman, the wife
of Uriah, one of David's own loyal soldiers who was away
fighting the king's battles.

David sent for her, and she came. Their relationship resulted in
Bathsheba becoming pregnant. Rather than confessing his sin,
David attempted to conceal it. He summoned Uriah home from
the battlefield, hoping he would spend time with his wife and
assume the child was his own. Yet Uriah proved to be a man of
extraordinary integrity. While his fellow soldiers slept in the
open field, he refused the comforts of home. "How can I go to my
house," he reasoned, "when the army of Israel remains in battle?"
His loyalty exposed David's selfishness.

When that plan failed, David conceived another. He instructed
Joab, the commander of the army, to place Uriah in the fiercest
part of the battle and then withdraw the supporting troops. The
order was carried out exactly as David intended. Uriah died, and
David believed his secret had died with him.
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For a time, it appeared that no one knew what had happened.
But God knew.

The Lord sent the prophet Nathan to confront the king. Rather
than accusing David directly, Nathan told the story of a wealthy
man who stole the one treasured lamb belonging to a poor
neighbor. David, hearing the story, was outraged. "That man
deserves to die!" he declared. Then Nathan spoke one of the most
penetrating sentences in all of Scripture:

"You are the man." (2 Samuel 12:7)

In that moment David's carefully constructed deception
collapsed. Unlike Saul before him, David did not continue
defending himself. He confessed his sin. The depth of that
repentance is preserved forever in Psalms 32 and 51, where
David cries out for God's mercy and pleads for a clean heart.
Those psalms are among the most moving expressions of
repentance anywhere in the Bible because they come from a man
who finally understood the seriousness of his own failure and the
greatness of God's forgiveness.

Matthew expects us to remember all of that when he writes only
a few words:

"David became the father of Solomon by her who had been
the wife of Uriah." (Matthew 1:6)

What an extraordinary way to describe Israel's greatest king.
Matthew could have celebrated David's victories over Goliath, his
military triumphs, or his covenant with God. Instead, he reminds
us of David's greatest moral failure. He does so, not to disgrace
David, but to magnify the grace of God. The line through which
the Messiah would come was not preserved because its members
were morally flawless. It was preserved because God remained
faithful to His covenant despite the failures of those He chose to
use.

By this point in the genealogy, a pattern has become
unmistakable. Tamar. Rahab. Ruth. Bathsheba. A deceived
widow. A former prostitute. A Moabite outsider. The wife of a
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man David arranged to have Kkilled. None represents the kind of
impeccable family history that people usually celebrate. Yet
Matthew deliberately places each of them before us. He is
teaching us that the story of redemption has never been the story
of perfect people. It has always been the story of a perfect God
who delights in extending grace to imperfect men and women.

That realization prepares us for the rest of Matthew's Gospel.
The Messiah who comes from this family tree will continually
welcome the very people that respectable society rejects. He will
eat with tax collectors, forgive notorious sinners, touch lepers,
and extend mercy where others expect judgment. The genealogy
is not merely an introduction to His ancestry; it is an
introduction to His mission.

THE EXILE

The genealogy continues beyond David, tracing the royal line
through Solomon and the kings of Judah. Matthew does not stop
to comment on each name because many of his readers already
knew their stories. Some were godly kings who sought the Lord
with all their hearts. Others led the nation into idolatry and
spiritual decline. Taken together, they remind us that belonging
to David's family did not guarantee faithfulness to God. Every
generation still had to make its own decision whether to obey the
Lord or reject Him.

Matthew eventually arrives at one of the darkest moments in
Israel's history.

"Josiah became the father of Jeconiah and his brothers at
the time of the deportation to Babylon" (Matthew 1:11).

Those final words would have stirred painful memories for every
Jewish reader. The Babylonian captivity was more than a
military defeat. It represented national judgment. Jerusalem had
fallen. The Temple had been destroyed. The Davidic king had
been removed from his throne. Thousands of Jews had been
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carried into exile, wondering whether God's promises to David
had come to an end.

From a human perspective, it must have looked as though the
covenant had failed. How could the promised King arise from a
royal family that no longer possessed a kingdom? How could
God's promise to David survive when David's throne stood
empty?

Yet Matthew quietly moves straight through the exile as though it
were another step in God's unfolding plan. The captivity did not
interrupt God's purposes. It did not cancel His promises. Even in
judgment, God continued preserving the family through whom
Messiah would eventually come.

LIFE APPLICATION

That is an important reminder for all of us. There are
moments in life when circumstances seem to suggest that God
has forgotten His promises. We experience disappointment,
loss, or discipline and wonder whether the story has come to
an end. Matthew reminds us that God continues writing His
story even during the darkest chapters. The exile was not the
end of Israel's history; it was one stage in God's larger plan of
redemption.

Following the exile, Matthew resumes the genealogy.

"After the deportation to Babylon: Jeconiah became the
father of Shealtiel, and Shealtiel the father of
Zerubbabel..." (Matthew 1:12).

For many readers, these names are unfamiliar, but they
represent generations that quietly preserved the promise. Unlike
David or Solomon, these men performed no spectacular miracles
and won no famous battles. They simply lived faithfully, raised
families, and passed God's promises to the next generation.
History often celebrates kings and warriors, but God's kingdom
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has frequently advanced through ordinary people whose names
receive little attention outside the pages of Scripture.

The genealogy finally reaches its destination.

"[acob became the father of Joseph the husband of Mary,
by whom Yeshua was born, who is called Messiah"
(Matthew 1:16).

Matthew's wording suddenly changes, and it changes for a
reason. Throughout the genealogy he has repeated the familiar
pattern: this man became the father of that man. Generation
after generation follows the same formula. Then, quite
deliberately, Matthew breaks the pattern.

He does not write that Joseph became the father of Yeshua.
Instead, he writes, "Joseph the husband of Mary, by whom
Yeshua was born."

That subtle change prepares us for everything Matthew will
explain in the verses that follow. Yeshua belongs legally to
Joseph's royal line, yet His birth is unlike every other birth
recorded in the genealogy. Matthew is quietly leading us toward
the account of the virgin conception before he tells the story
itself.

Luke approaches the genealogy from a different perspective.
Matthew emphasizes Joseph and the legal right to David's throne,
while Luke traces the family through Mary. Both genealogies
establish Yeshua's connection to David, but each serves a distinct
purpose. Matthew is demonstrating Yeshua's royal credentials
for a Jewish audience, while Luke emphasizes His humanity and
His relationship to the whole human race by tracing the line all
the way back to Adam.

Taken together, the two genealogies provide a remarkable
testimony. They remind us that God's promises were fulfillled in
real history through real families, real places, and real people.
The coming of Messiah was not mythology or religious
imagination. It took place within the unfolding history of Israel
exactly as the prophets had foretold.
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FOURTEEN GENERATIONS

Matthew concludes the genealogy with an observation that has
intrigued Bible students for centuries.

"So, all the generations from Abraham to David are
fourteen generations; from David to the deportation to
Babylon, fourteen generations; and from the deportation
to Babylon to the Messiah, fourteen generations”
(Matthew 1:17).

Matthew has intentionally organized the genealogy into three
movements, each pointing the reader toward God's sovereign
direction of history. Some have noticed that if every individual
generation is counted, the numbers do not appear to fit perfectly.
That should not trouble us. Ancient genealogies were often
selective rather than exhaustive. Grandfathers could stand for
entire family lines, and generations were occasionally omitted
for literary or theological purposes. Matthew is not attempting to
satisfy modern standards of genealogy; he is emphasizing God's
orderly movement through history toward the arrival of the
Messiah.

His purpose is not merely to prove ancestry but to proclaim
fulfilllment. God had been directing history for centuries,
preserving the royal line through triumphs, failures, exile, and
restoration, until the moment His Anointed One entered the
world. The genealogy is therefore much more than a list of
names. It is a testimony to the faithfulness of God across nearly
two thousand years.
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% JEWISH INSIGHT =

One further observation is worth making because it is often
overlooked today. The Messiah had to come while His
genealogy could still be verified. After the destruction of
Jerusalem in AD 70, the Temple and its genealogical records
were lost. The Jewish people continued to know they were
children of Israel, but after another century—especially
following the final expulsion in AD 135—virtually no one
could demonstrate from which tribe they descended. The one
notable exception has been the priestly families, the Levites,
whose identity has often been preserved through family
tradition.

That fact has significant implications. If someone today
claimed to be the Messiah, how could he demonstrate that he
belonged to the tribe of Judah and to the house of David? The
necessary genealogical records no longer exist. Matthew and
Luke preserve those records precisely because they were
available before the destruction of the Temple. Together they
provide the evidence that Yeshua fulfillled the prophetic
requirement of descending from David through the tribe of
Judah.

The medieval Jewish scholar Moses Maimonides wrestled with
this very issue. Recognizing that the genealogical records had
disappeared, he concluded that when the Messiah came, the
Holy Spirit would reveal His identity. As followers of Yeshua,
we recognize that this is exactly what the New Testament
declares.

Yet Matthew's greatest point is not simply that Yeshua possesses
the correct credentials. If that were his only purpose, he could
have recorded the genealogy in a much shorter form. Instead, he
intentionally pauses over Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, Bathsheba, and
finally Mary. He reminds us of tax collectors and prostitutes,
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kings and commoners, Jews and Gentiles, saints and sinners.
Every one of them points beyond themselves to the grace of God.

I cannot help thinking that Matthew saw himself in that list. He
knew what it was to be despised. As a tax collector, he had lived
on the margins of respectable Jewish society. Then Yeshua called
him, forgave him, and entrusted him with the privilege of
becoming one of His disciples. Matthew never forgot that grace,
and I believe it explains why he tells this genealogy the way he
does. It is not merely the family tree of the Messiah; it is the story
of God's relentless grace reaching people whom everyone else
had written off.

Everything Matthew has written to this point leads us to one final
question.

Why does any of this matter?

For many people, a genealogy is simply a list of difficult names
that they skip over before getting to the "interesting" parts of the
Bible. Matthew would disagree. He begins his Gospel here
because he wants us to understand who Yeshua is before we hear
what He says or see what He does. If He is not the promised
Messiah, then nothing else in the Gospel matters. But if He truly
is the Son of David and the Son of Abraham, then every word He
speaks carries divine authority.

Matthew has carefully demonstrated that Yeshua possesses the
legal right to David's throne. He has shown that God's promises to
Abraham and David have not failed. Through centuries of
triumph and tragedy, through kings and exiles, through faithful
believers and notorious sinners, God has been quietly fulfillling
His Word. History has not wandered aimlessly. It has been
moving toward Bethlehem.
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LIFE APPLICATION

That should encourage every believer today. There are
seasons when it appears that evil is winning, when God's
promises seem delayed, or when our own lives appear to
have taken an unexpected turn. Matthew reminds us that God
is never absent from history. He is working even when we
cannot see His hand. If He remained faithful over nearly two
thousand years to bring His Messiah into the world at
precisely the right moment, we could trust Him with the
circumstances of our own lives.

This emphasis on God's grace should not surprise us because it
becomes one of the dominant themes throughout Matthew's
Gospel. In one of the most startling statements Yeshua ever
made, He said to the religious leaders,

"Truly I say to you that the tax collectors and prostitutes
will get into the kingdom of God before you" (Matthew
21:31).

Notice those two groups. Prostitutes and tax collectors. Matthew
would have felt the force of those words more than anyone else
because he had once belonged to one of those despised
categories. He knew what it was to be written off by respectable
society, yet he also knew what it was to experience the
transforming grace of God. Perhaps that is one reason he draws
our attention to women like Tamar and Rahab. Their stories
remind us that God's kingdom has always been built on grace
rather than human respectability.

Perhaps the greatest surprise in this genealogy is not that Yeshua
descended from David. We would expect that. The surprise is the
people God chose to include in His family tree. Tamar. Rahab.
Ruth. Bathsheba. None of them would have been the obvious
choice. Some carried painful memories. Others had scandalous
pasts. Several were Gentiles. Yet every one of them became part
of God's unfolding plan because of His grace.
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There is another question worth asking. Why does Matthew
mention these women at all?

Genealogies in the ancient world normally listed only the men.
Matthew could easily have written the family line without
referring to Tamar, Rahab, Ruth or Bathsheba. Instead, he
deliberately pauses to include each of them.

I do not think that is accidental.

Matthew is writing as a man whose own life had been
transformed by grace. Throughout his Gospel, he repeatedly
highlights those whom society overlooked or condemned. He
records the visit of the Gentile Magi. He alone tells us about the
dream of Pilate's wife. He gives significant attention to women at
the crucifixion and the resurrection. Again, Matthew reminds us
that God's kingdom welcomes those whom others exclude.

The women in the genealogy are not embarrassing footnotes to
be ignored; they are signposts pointing us toward the character
of the Messiah Himself. Before Yeshua heals a single leper or
forgives a single sinner, Matthew has already shown us that
grace has always been woven into God's plan of redemption.
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LIFE APPLICATION
That gives hope to every one of us.

Perhaps you look back over your own life and wonder
whether God could ever use someone like you. Maybe there
are decisions you regret, relationships you've damaged, sins
you wish you could erase, or opportunities you feel you've
squandered. If so, Matthew's genealogy is wonderfully good
news. The God who redeemed Tamar, welcomed Rahab,
embraced Ruth, forgave David, and called Matthew has not
changed. His grace is still greater than our failures.

That does not mean our sins are unimportant. David's story
reminds us that sin has devastating consequences. But it also
reminds us that genuine repentance finds genuine
forgiveness. God's mercy is never an excuse for sin, but it is
always sufficient for the sinner who comes to Him with a
broken and contrite heart.

As we continue through Matthew's Gospel, we will discover that
this theme appears again. Yeshua continually welcomed those
whom others rejected. He called ordinary fishermen, dined with
tax collectors, touched lepers, defended the outcast, and forgave
those who came to Him in faith. None of that should surprise us,
because Matthew has already prepared us for it in the opening
chapter. The genealogy is not simply the story of where Yeshua
came from; it is the story of the kind of Savior He came to be. He
is the promised King, the Son of David, and the fulfilllment of
God's covenant with Abraham. Yet He is also the Savior who
delights in extending grace to those who know they need it.

JOSEPH

Matthew now reaches the final name in the genealogy.

"Jacob became the father of Joseph the husband of Mary,
by whom Yeshua was born, who is called Messiah"
(Matthew 1:16).
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Joseph is one of Scripture's quiet heroes. He never speaks a
recorded word, yet every recorded action demonstrates faithful
obedience. When faced with circumstances he could not possibly
understand, he chose to trust God rather than his own
assumptions. Matthew's portrait of Joseph reminds us that
genuine faith is often expressed more through obedient actions
than impressive words.

THE VIRGIN BIRTH

Having established Yeshua's legal right to David's throne through
Joseph, Matthew now explains why His birth stands apart from
every other birth recorded in the genealogy.

"Now the birth of Yeshua the Messiah was as follows..."
(Matthew 1:18).

The genealogy has prepared us for this moment. Generation after
generation followed the familiar pattern of human birth. Then
Matthew deliberately interrupts that pattern. Before Joseph and
Mary came together as husband and wife, Mary "was found to be
with child by the Holy Spirit" (Matthew 1:18).

Matthew presents this, not as an interesting theological idea or a
legend that developed over time, but as an historical event. He
expects his readers to understand that something unique has
taken place. The promised Messiah entered history in a way
unlike anyone before Him.

Joseph initially knew only one fact: Mary was pregnant. From a
purely human perspective there appeared to be only one possible
explanation. Matthew describes Joseph as a righteous man. That
description means more than personal morality. It speaks of a
man who genuinely desired to honor God and obey His Word. Yet
his righteousness was tempered with compassion. Rather than
exposing Mary to public disgrace, he determined to divorce her
quietly.

Before Joseph could act, however, God intervened. An angel
appeared to him in a dream and said,

Matthew1 « 23



MATTHEW

"Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as
your wife; for the Child who has been conceived in her is of
the Holy Spirit." (Matthew 1:20).

Notice how the angel addresses him: "Joseph, son of David." Even
in this deeply personal moment, Matthew reminds us of Joseph's
place within David's royal line. The legal credentials established
by the genealogy are still central to Matthew's purpose.

The angel then explains the child's name. "You shall call His
name Yeshua, for He will save His people from their sins"
(Matthew 1:21).

Names in Scripture often carry profound significance. The name
Yeshua means "The Lord saves." Long before Yeshua preached
His first sermon or performed His first miracle, heaven
announced His mission. He had come, not primarily to
overthrow Rome or restore Israel's political fortunes, but to save
His people from their sins.

Matthew immediately connects this event with Isaiah's prophecy.
"Behold, the virgin shall be with child and shall bear a Son, and
they shall call His name Emmanuel” (Matthew 1:23).

Matthew is not inviting us into an academic debate about Isaiah.
Rather, he is showing that God's purposes, announced centuries
earlier, have now reached their fulfilllment in the birth of the
Messiah. The God who directed Israel's history through
patriarchs, kings, exile, and restoration has now acted decisively
in the coming of His Son. Joseph's response is as remarkable as
the announcement itself. When he awoke, he did exactly what
the angel had commanded. He took Mary as his wife and
accepted the responsibility God had entrusted to him. Once
again, Joseph speaks no recorded words. His faith is
demonstrated through simple, immediate obedience.

Life Application

Matthew's opening chapter reminds us that God delights in
working through ordinary people. The genealogy includes
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individuals whose lives were marked by failure, disappointment,
unexpected faith, and remarkable grace. Joseph quietly
demonstrates that faithful obedience is often expressed not
through dramatic words but through simple acts of trust.

Perhaps you sometimes feel that your past disqualifies you from
being useful to God. Matthew's genealogy says otherwise. God's
purposes have never depended upon perfect people. They have
always depended upon a perfect God working through imperfect
men and women who trust Him.

As you begin this Gospel, ask yourself:

Am I willing to trust God's faithfulness as completely as Joseph
did, even when I cannot yet see the whole picture?

KEY TAKEAWAY

The story of Yeshua begins with God's faithfulness, not
human perfection. Throughout every generation, God
faithfully kept His promises until, in the fullness of time, He
sent the Messiah to save His people.

If you have never placed your trust in Him, Matthew's Gospel
begins with an invitation. The King has come—not merely to
establish His kingdom, but to reconcile sinful men and women to
God. The One whose family tree is marked by stories of grace
now offers that same grace to every person who comes to Him in
faith. Forgiveness is not earned by religious performance, good
intentions, or family heritage. It is received through the Messiah
who gave His life and rose again so that we might become part of
God's family. That is why Matthew begins with a genealogy. What
appears at first to be little more than a list of ancient names is the
opening chapter of God's great story of redemption—a story that,
by His grace, has room for every one of us.

Prayer of Reflection

Heavenly Father,
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Thank You for reminding me that Your plans are
accomplished through ordinary people who place their trust
in You. Thank You that Your grace is greater than human
failure and that Your promises never fail.

As I continue through Matthew's Gospel, help me to
recognize Your faithfulness, respond with Joseph's
obedience, and place my confidence in Yeshua.

Amen.

Looking Ahead

Matthew has established the King's identity.

In the next chapter, we discover the first responses to the King.
Some will travel great distances to worship Him. Others will stop
at nothing to destroy Him. From the very beginning of His life,
Yeshua's presence demands a response—a theme that will
continue throughout Matthew's Gospel.

MEMORY VERSE
Matthew 1:23

"They shall call His name Emmanuel,” which translated means,
"God with us."
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