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Revelation 14 — The Lamb Still Stands

Introduction

In Revelation 13, John showed us two beasts, one rising from the sea and another from the earth. Together they 
represented political and religious powers demanding worship, threatening those who refused, and marking 
their followers with the name of the beast. The chapter ended with the mysterious 666 and a question that 
remains relevant in every generation: Who gets my allegiance? Now John turns our attention away from the 
beasts and shows us the Lamb standing on Mount Zion. The contrast could hardly be greater. The beasts 
appear powerful, but their authority is borrowed and temporary. The Lamb was slain, yet He lives, and His 
people stand with Him.

As we have said throughout this commentary, Revelation is not necessarily a chronological account in which 
one event must finish before another begins. John repeatedly says, “Then I looked,” but that does not mean the 
events are unfolding like scenes in a film, one after another. I remember watching news coverage of 
disturbances in Baltimore, Maryland, and moving between television channels. Each network was showing 
aspects of the same troublesome events, but from different positions and with different emphases. Something 
similar happens in Revelation. John looks in one direction and sees the dragon. He looks elsewhere and sees 
the beasts. Now he looks again and sees the Lamb. These visions provide different perspectives on the great 
struggle between God's kingdom and the powers opposed to Him. And I believe they are concurrent—that is, 
happening at once.

Two themes continue to guide us: endurance and worship. John is writing to believers who need to remain 
faithful when life becomes difficult, and he is reminding them that God deserves their worship regardless of 
their circumstances. Chapter 14 brings those themes together. We hear a new song, listen to three angels 
proclaiming God's message, and witness a harvest that brings both deliverance and judgment. The chapter is 
filled with striking imagery, but its purpose is not to frighten believers into speculation. It is to strengthen 
their confidence in the Lamb, warn those who reject Him, and remind everyone that God's purposes will 
prevail.

1. The Lamb on Mount Zion — Revelation 14:1–5

John begins, “Then I looked, and behold, the Lamb was standing on Mount Zion.” That is a remarkable sight 
after the terrifying beasts of Chapter 13. The first beast appeared to have recovered from a fatal wound, an 
imitation of resurrection that astonished the world. But here stands the true Lamb, the One who was slain and 
yet lives. The beast offers a counterfeit victory; Yeshua possesses the real thing. And notice where He is 
standing. Mount Zion is not an incidental geographical detail. Psalm 2:6 declares, “I have installed My King 
upon Zion, My holy mountain.” Micah 4:7 also speaks of the Lord reigning on Mount Zion. John is drawing 
upon those promises to identify Yeshua as the King whom God has established in the place He has established 
for His name’s sake.

For Jewish readers, Mount Zion carries the weight of God's covenant promises, His presence among His people, 
and His purpose to establish His kingdom. I find it significant that John does not place the Lamb on Mount 
Sinai. Sinai is particularly associated with God's covenant with Israel; Zion becomes the place where the 
nations gather to worship Israel's King. Zechariah 14:16–17 anticipates the nations going up to Jerusalem to 
worship the King, the Lord of Hosts, and celebrate Sukkot. The Torah points us toward the purposes of God, 
and those purposes reach their fulfillment in Messiah. The Lamb stands where the King belongs.



THE REVELATION  |  BIBLE TEACHING LIBRARY

Revelation 14   •   2

There is another interesting detail. John says the Lamb is standing, whereas other passages tell us that Yeshua 
sat down at the right hand of God after completing His sacrifice. Hebrews makes much of that distinction. The 
priests of Israel stood daily, offering sacrifices that could never finally remove sin, but Messiah offered one 
sacrifice for sins for all time and sat down at God's right hand (Hebrews 10:11–12). His sitting signifies the 
completion of His redemptive work. Here in Revelation, His standing is not a contradiction. The imagery serves 
a different purpose. John wants us to see the Lamb alive, victorious, and present with His people. The One who 
was killed is no longer in the grave. He stands as the living King.

With Him are 144,000 who have His name and His Father's name written on their foreheads. We encountered 
this number in Chapter 7, where John described the sealing of God's servants from the tribes of Israel. I 
understand the number symbolically, representing the full company of Jewish believers whom God has 
redeemed and preserved. Twelve is associated with the tribes of Israel, and twelve multiplied by twelve 
thousand conveys completeness rather than a strict numerical limit. There have been far more than 144,000 
Jewish believers in Yeshua throughout history—even today! The comfort of the vision is that none of those 
who belong to the Lamb is forgotten or overlooked.

That assurance matters when Jewish people face hostility and persecution. Throughout history, antisemitism 
has repeatedly threatened Jewish communities, and Jewish believers in Yeshua have sometimes experienced 
rejection from more than one direction. John is not promising that faithful people will escape every painful 
experience. He is promising that God's purposes for His people cannot be defeated by the powers of this world. 
The number communicates completeness, and the names upon their foreheads communicate belonging. They 
are His people, and He knows them.

The names also provide an unmistakable contrast with Chapter 13. The beast marks his followers on the 
forehead or hand, demanding their allegiance. The Lamb's people bear the names of the Lamb and His Father. 
For a Jewish reader, the forehead recalls the command to keep God's Word before our eyes, expressed in the 
practice of wearing tefillin. But here the emphasis is not simply upon possessing a religious symbol. It is upon 
belonging personally to God. Our identity is not finally determined by an earthly government, a religious 
institution, or the approval of the surrounding culture. We belong to the One who redeemed us.

2. A New Song to Learn — Revelation 14:2–5

John hears a voice from heaven like the sound of many waters, like loud thunder, and like harpists playing 
their harps. These descriptions recall earlier scenes in Revelation. In Chapter 1, the voice of the glorified 
Yeshua sounded like many waters. In Chapter 5, the heavenly beings and elders sang a new song accompanied 
by harps. John now brings those sounds together. I imagine standing outside a concert hall, hearing what first 
seems like an indistinct rumble, and then drawing closer until the individual sounds become recognizable and 
the music fills the room. What begins as overwhelming noise becomes a glorious song.

The song is sung before the throne, the four living creatures, and the elders, and only the 144,000 can learn it. 
That does not mean heaven is withholding musical instruction from people who cannot read a score. The song 
belongs to those who have experienced the redemption it celebrates. There are things we can describe to 
someone, but only those who have lived through them can fully appreciate their meaning. The redeemed know 
what it means to be purchased by the blood of the Lamb. They have been rescued from bondage and brought 
into a relationship with God. Their song arises from that experience.

John says that these people have been purchased from the earth. Redemption is a familiar biblical concept, 
especially to Jewish readers who remember Israel's deliverance from Egypt. A slave could not simply announce 
freedom and walk away. Someone had to secure that freedom. Scripture tells us that we were enslaved to sin 



THE REVELATION  |  BIBLE TEACHING LIBRARY

Revelation 14   •   3

and unable to purchase our own release. Yeshua paid the price through His death. Revelation 1:5 has already 
told us that He released us from our sins by His blood. The people singing before the throne are not 
congratulating themselves for having earned a place in heaven. They are praising the Lamb who purchased 
them.

John then describes several qualities of the redeemed. They have not defiled themselves with women; they 
follow the Lamb wherever He goes; they are firstfruits to God and the Lamb; and no lie is found in their 
mouths. The first description can sound troubling if we read it as a condemnation of women or marriage. But 
that would contradict the broader teaching of Scripture, where marriage is honored and sexual faithfulness is 
commended. The imagery may recall the ritual preparation of Israel before receiving the Torah at Sinai 
(Exodus 19:15), and it also fits Revelation's continuing contrast between faithfulness to God and spiritual 
adultery. Babylon will soon appear as a woman representing seductive and corrupting power. John is 
describing a people whose allegiance has not been compromised.

They also follow the Lamb wherever He goes. That is a beautiful description of discipleship, but it is not a 
promise of an easy journey. Where did Yeshua go? He went into places of prayer and communion with His 
Father. Some were no doubt moments or even hours of agony. He spent time with His disciples and 
participated in the life of the community. He served people who were suffering, confronted hypocrisy, and 
spoke truth even when it was unpopular. Finally, He went to the cross. In Matthew 10:38, He said that whoever 
does not take up his cross and follow Him is not worthy of Him. Following the Lamb means sharing His 
priorities, accepting His authority, and remaining faithful even when obedience brings suffering.

The redeemed are also called firstfruits. In Israel's agricultural life, the firstfruits belonged to God and 
acknowledged that the entire harvest came from Him. James 1:18 uses similar language when describing 
believers as a kind of firstfruits among God's creatures. Here the redeemed are set apart for God and the Lamb. 
Their lives are an offering of gratitude, not a payment for salvation.

Finally, no lie is found in their mouths, and they are described as blameless. I do not take that to mean they 
have achieved sinless perfection. Rather, their lives are characterized by integrity and faithfulness. There is no 
deliberate deception or hypocrisy governing their relationship with God. We are all growing, learning, 
repenting, and being changed. A baby does not begin life by running; growth comes gradually. In the same 
way, believers should increasingly reflect the character of the One they follow. When we are wrong, we should 
acknowledge it promptly. When we sin, we should repent ASAP. Honesty before God and other people is part of 
what it means to follow the Lamb.

3. Three Angels and an Eternal Gospel — Revelation 14:6–13

John next sees an angel flying in midheaven, carrying an eternal gospel to proclaim to those who live on the 
earth, to every nation, tribe, language, and people. That fourfold description emphasizes the worldwide reach 
of God's message. As we have said, the gospel is not reserved for Jewish people alone, nor is it limited to the 
nations that were part of the Roman Empire. God's purposes have always included the nations. He promised 
Abraham that through him all the families of the earth would be blessed (Genesis 12:1-3). He sent Jonah to 
Nineveh, despite Jonah's reluctance to speak to Israel's enemies. Jonah was sent to warn and call the people of 
Assyria to God. And they did repent! And through Yeshua, the promises given to Israel become good news for 
people everywhere who listen and believe.

I love the description “eternal gospel.” The word gospel simply means good news, and in the Roman world it 
could be used to announce important events associated with emperors and their rule. An emperor's accession 
might be celebrated as good news for the empire. But emperors came and went, and their announcements 
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eventually became history. The gospel proclaimed here is eternal because it concerns the reign of the living 
God and His Messiah. No earthly ruler can offer that kind of lasting hope.

The angel cries out, “Fear God, and give Him glory, because the hour of His judgment has come.” The angel calls 
people to worship the One who made heaven, earth, sea, and the springs of water. Notice that this message is 
proclaimed to the whole world, including those who have been drawn toward the beast. God's judgment is 
announced, but so is the call to worship Him. The message is a warning, and warnings, if heeded, can be 
expressions of mercy. God does not delight in people remaining deceived. He calls them to turn from false 
worship and acknowledge their Creator.

That also reminds me of Jonah. God sent him to Nineveh, the capital of a nation feared and hated by Israel. 
Jonah wanted judgment upon the city, but God wanted its people to repent. Throughout the story, God works 
patiently with Jonah as well as with the Ninevites. He sends the storm, appoints the great fish, and questions 
Jonah's anger. The Lord is not merely winning an argument with a stubborn prophet. He is revealing His 
concern for people who do not yet know Him. The same divine concern is present in Revelation. Even as 
judgment approaches, the gospel is proclaimed. I believe until the final trump that God is still wooing us to 
Himself.

A second angel announces, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great.” We will hear much more about Babylon in the 
chapters ahead, but already the name carries enormous biblical significance. Babel was associated with 
humanity's attempt to establish its own greatness apart from God (Genesis 11). Later Babylon became the 
empire that destroyed Jerusalem and carried Judah into exile. For John's first readers, Babylon was a fitting 
symbolic name for Rome, the empire that dominated their world and demanded allegiance to its power. The 
repeated word “fallen” emphasizes the certainty of the announcement. Babylon may still look impressive, but 
its downfall is assured.

The announcement recalls the prophetic judgments upon ancient Babylon, especially Isaiah 21:9 and Jeremiah 
51. In Jeremiah 51:7, Babylon is pictured as a golden cup that made the nations drunk. John takes up that 
imagery to describe a power that has corrupted the nations through its immorality and false worship. Babylon 
is not simply one ancient city.

Imagine hearing the name Berlin in the years immediately following World War II. For many people, it would 
have evoked the defeated Nazi regime, not merely a city on a map. Babylon served a similar symbolic purpose 
for John's readers. It becomes a picture of organized human rebellion against God, expressed through political 
arrogance, idolatry, and the seduction of earthly power. The good news for suffering believers is that Babylon 
will not reign forever.

The third angel delivers an even more severe warning. Those who worship the beast and receive his mark will 
drink the wine of God's wrath, poured out in full strength. John describes fire, brimstone, torment, and smoke 
rising forever. These are disturbing images, and we should not pretend otherwise. But they are deeply rooted in 
the Tanakh. Genesis 19 describes the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah by fire and brimstone, while Psalm 
11:6 speaks of judgment upon the wicked. John is using familiar biblical imagery to communicate the 
seriousness and completeness of divine judgment.

The contrast is stark. Those who follow the beast may avoid temporary economic and political pressure, but by 
their own choices, they place themselves under the judgment of God. Those who follow the Lamb may suffer 
now, but they belong to the One whose kingdom endures. John is not asking us to enjoy the thought of 
judgment upon other people. He is warning us that allegiance has consequences. God's holiness is not a minor 
matter, and His opposition to evil is not an empty threat.
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Then, in verse 12, John returns to one of his central themes: “Here is the perseverance of the saints who keep 
the commandments of God and their faith in Yeshua.” The Greek word hypomonē describes steadfast 
endurance under pressure. It is the willingness to remain faithful when circumstances encourage us to give up. 
The believers addressed by John were not being asked to deny the reality of their suffering. They were being 
called to hold fast because they knew the end of the story.

Verse 13 adds a remarkable blessing: “Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.” From the world's 
perspective, death appears to be the ultimate defeat. But John tells us that those who die belonging to the Lord 
are blessed, for they rest from their labors and their deeds follow them. Their faithfulness is not wasted. Their 
suffering is not forgotten. Their death does not remove them from God's care. The beast may threaten death, 
but the Lamb has conquered it.

4. The Harvest of the Earth — Revelation 14:14–20

John looks again and sees a white cloud and seated upon it is One like a Son of Man, wearing a golden crown 
and holding a sharp sickle. The imagery takes us back to Daniel 7, where one like a Son of Man receives 
authority and an everlasting kingdom from the Ancient of Days. I understand this figure to be Yeshua, now 
appearing not as the suffering Lamb but as the crowned King who brings God's purposes to completion. The 
sickle introduces a new image: harvest.

In biblical times, harvest was not something experienced mainly through supermarket shelves. Agrarian 
people knew the seasons, watched the crops ripen, and understood the urgency of gathering them at the proper 
time. A farmer could not harvest indefinitely early or late. There was a moment when the crop was ready. John 
uses that familiar agricultural experience to describe the certainty of God's appointed judgment. The time will 
come when the harvest of the earth is ripe.

An angel calls for the One seated upon the cloud to put in His sickle and reap, and the earth is harvested. 
Another angel then appears with a sharp sickle, followed by an angel who has authority over fire. The 
command is given to gather the clusters from the vine of the earth because its grapes are ripe. Those grapes are 
thrown into the great winepress of God's wrath. John is presenting two harvest scenes, and the second is 
unmistakably a picture of judgment.

The imagery comes directly from the prophets. Joel 3:13 declares, “Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. 
Come, tread, for the winepress is full.” Isaiah 63 also portrays the Lord treading the winepress in judgment, 
with garments stained by the blood of His enemies. These are not random violent images invented by John. 
They belong to the prophetic language of God's final reckoning with evil. The same God who rescues His people 
also judges the powers that oppress and corrupt the world.

The winepress is trodden outside the city, and John describes blood flowing as high as the horses' bridles for a 
distance of 1,600 stadia. Some English translations give an approximate distance of about 180 or 200 miles. The 
scale is extraordinary. I used to teach mathematics, so numbers don't bother me. However, if we imagine that 
much blood spread across such an enormous area, with a depth reaching the height of a horse's bridle, the 
volume becomes fantastically large. We would need far more people than have ever lived to produce such a 
quantity of blood. That is precisely why I do not believe John intends us to calculate a literal lake of blood.

The number and measurements belong to the symbolic world of apocalyptic literature. They communicate the 
overwhelming scope of judgment, not an engineering specification for a future battlefield. John wants us to 
understand that the judgment of God is comprehensive and that no earthly power can escape His authority. 
Whether the enemies of God appear in the form of ancient Babylon, imperial Rome, or later rulers who exalt 
themselves and persecute others, they remain accountable to the Judge of all the earth.



THE REVELATION  |  BIBLE TEACHING LIBRARY

Revelation 14   •   6

Yet I do not want us to finish this chapter merely contemplating destruction. The purpose of the warning is to 
call people toward God and toward life. The three angels proclaim the eternal gospel, announce Babylon's fall, 
and warn against worshiping the beast. The harvest reminds us that the opportunity to respond will not 
remain open indefinitely. God's patience is real, but so is His judgment. The question is not whether we can 
calculate every image. It is whether we will hear His voice and respond while there is time.

What Are We Supposed to Do?

First, remember whose name you bear. Chapter 13 showed us the beast marking his followers, but Chapter 14 
begins with the redeemed standing beside the Lamb, bearing His name and His Father's name. Our identity is 
not secured by our achievements, our nationality, our reputation, or the approval of the surrounding world. It 
is secured by the One who purchased us. That should give us confidence when we face pressure to compromise 
and humility when we are tempted to think too highly of ourselves.

Second, learn the new song. Worship is not merely something we do when life is pleasant or when the band 
first comes out on stage. The redeemed sing because they know what the Lamb has accomplished. We should 
cultivate gratitude for His sacrifice, remember the freedom He has given us, and express that gratitude with 
our voices and in the way we live. A song of redemption ought to shape our speech, our relationships, our 
priorities, and our treatment of other people.

Third, follow the Lamb wherever He goes. That includes prayer, community, service, honesty, and the 
willingness to suffer for what is right. Following Yeshua is not simply agreeing with a set of theological 
statements. It means walking in His ways. We will stumble, and we will slip and need to repent, but we should 
be growing in faithfulness rather than settling comfortably into hypocrisy.

Fourth, take God's warnings seriously without losing sight of His mercy. The angels proclaim judgment, but the 
first angel also announces an eternal gospel to every nation and people. We should not rejoice over the 
prospect of anyone being judged. We should want people to hear, repent, and discover the grace of God. The 
Judge of all the earth is also the One who sent His Son to redeem us.

Finally, persevere. That word keeps returning because John's readers needed to hear it, and so do we. The 
beasts do not last. Babylon falls. The harvest comes. But the Lamb stands on Mount Zion, and those who belong 
to Him are not forgotten. Whatever pressure we face, we can remain faithful because the ending is in God's 
hands.

Takeaways

 The Lamb stands, and His people belong to and celebrate Him.
 Follow the Lamb wherever He goes—no matter the troubles.
 God's mercy warns; His justice will prevail.

Memory Verse

Revelation 14:12

“Here is the perseverance of the saints who keep the commandments of God and their faith in Yeshua.”
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What's Next? — Revelation 15–16

Chapter 14 ends with the harvest and the winepress of God's wrath. Chapters 15 and 16 will show us another 
vision of judgment, this time through seven angels carrying seven final plagues. But before those bowls are 
poured out, John sees a remarkable scene: those who have overcome the beast standing beside a sea of glass 
mixed with fire, holding harps and singing the song of Moses and the song of the Lamb.

That scene takes us back to the Exodus, when Israel stood beside the sea after God had delivered them from 
Egypt. The same event that brought deliverance to Israel brought judgment upon Pharaoh's forces. Now John 
sees God's people from the nations singing of His righteous and marvelous deeds. Once again, deliverance and 
judgment belong to the same great story.

The seven bowls will bring the visions of judgment. God's people worship because He is righteous and true, and 
because His purposes for Israel and the nations will be fulfilled. The Lamb who stands on Mount Zion will not 
abandon those who follow Him. And the God who delivered Israel from Egypt remains the God who will bring 
His people safely through to the end.



